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Iſrael, had ſons by different wives; among 


n was Amnon, the ſon of Ahinoam. a woman of 
reel, and Abſalom, whoſe mother was Maachab, 
daughter of Talmai, king of Geſhur, Neither 
eſe princes, like their father, followed the law 
od: the eldeſt, Amnon, appears to have been 
ry profligate young man ; wholly guided by his 
ons, he owned no other law, and ſcrupled not 
crifice the moſt ſacred ties to gratify them. 


bſalom, on the other hand, was impetuous, 
ble, and ambitious, full of pride and vanity ; 
h was probably increaſed by the beauty of his 
on, which is ſaid to have exceeded that of all 
ather's ſubjetts. It is no uncommon thing for 
If God has beſtowed on us any ,cndowment in 
In or mind, which appears to us in any degree 
rior to thoſe with whom we affociate, to draw 


_ 


(4) 


from it a conſequence ill ſuited to the ſtate of 
miliation in which we ſtand before our Creat 
we forget that with a ſingle breath he can effefu; 
humble our fooliſh pride, by reducing us to g 
nothing from whence his goodneſs called us 1 
being. Abſalom was too much intoxicated to 
- fle& upon this; from the beauty of his perſon 
began to conſider the endowments of his mind, a 
to believe they fitted him for univerſal dominio 
this vanity probably firſt, blew up thoſe embe 
which in the end kindled a flame that proved! 
deſtruQion, ee N 


It ſeems hard that ſo good and pious a ki 
ſhould have children ſo depraved and vicious; | 
we know that every one has his croſſes in this f 
and that all things work together for good to ih 
that love God.” It is no reproach to good pare! 
to have bad children, if they are conſcious of 
having been acceſſary to their viees, either by g 
ing them a bad example in their own condul 
Improper indulgence, or negligence in inſtruct 
them in their duty, they may indeed Jament, b 
have no cauſe for reproach, and may with con 
dence, in this as in all other afflictions, look | 
conſolation to their merciful God, who is ev 
ready to grant it to thoſe who aſk, it in true ſinc 
rity and ſimplicity of heart: but to return. 


The ties of blood which united Amnon a 
Abſalom could not reſtrain the animofity whil 
animated them againſt each other; this on the | 
of Abſalom eſpecially was ſo ſtrong, on accou 


of an injury he had offered his fiſter Tamar, il 
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ed no intercourſe with Amnon, and meditated | 
oſt cruel and bloody revenge. . 


pportunities are ſeldom wanting to perpetrate 
crime which Satan has once ſuggeſted, and pre- 

ed upon us to perpetrate: our only ſecurity is 
um a deaf ear to his evil inſinuations when 
Fare firſt offered; for if we begin to parley, 
once Tubmit ourſelves to his guidance, he will 
y us from ſtep to ſtep, till he has involved us 
gulf of fin and miſery, from whence we ſhall 
ily endeavour to retreat. Refiſt the Devil,” 
the Scripture, © and he will flee frm o. 
| this is certainly true; but we muſt reſiſt his 
aſſault if we would gain an eaſy victory: it is 
ſuch is the power and mercy of God in Chriſt 
„that he can, if we call upon him with a fin- 
> with of being delivered from the bondage of 

n, bring us up from the loweſt pit of hell; 
ſuch is the malice of our deſtroyer, he takes 

nus often even the deſire of that deliverance 

his yoke which is neceſſary to our peace here, 
our ſalvation hereafter. ng 


e moment that Abſalom ſought to gratify- his 
geance at length arrived: he had a ſheep ſhear- 
u a place called Baal-hazor, to which he in- 
d the king, his ſons, and his whole houſehold. 
invitation David declined accepting, from the 
of burdening his fon with the expence of en- 

aning ſo large a retinue ; Abſalom however 
entreated that he would at leaſt permit, Amnon 

lis other brothers to be his gueſts, to which 


friendſhi 
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6 
David at len ength conſented. But all this ſhey 
hoſpitality was but a cloak to hi 


the treachery he meditated ; for in the midſt oft 
entertainment, © when Amnon's heart was me 


with wine,” the ſervants: of Abſalom, by the or 
of their maſter, ruſhed in and ſmote him and kill 


him. 


It is difficult to deſeribe the terror and conſt 
nation this bloody and unexpected event muſt h; 
occaſioned among the princes. They roſe in c 
fuſion, not knowing but their lives were meant 


. complete the bloody tragedy, and, mounting th 


mules, fled with the utmoſt precipitation. 


III news, it is ſaid, ever fliesapace: while the prin 
were on their way intelligence reached the k 
that Abſalom had flain all his brothers, and that 
one of them remained alive to bear the dill 
tidings. It is ealy to imagine the horror . 


_ muſt have ſeized: the unhappy parent; the idea 


all his children were flain, flain too by one ſo d 
to him, one too whom: the tie of blood as wel 
of hoſpitality ſhould have bound to have b 


| their defender rather than their aſſaſſin, ſtruck | 


to the heart; and was near bowing him to 

rave; the good king rent his cloaths, and th 
himſelf on the earth in all the bitterneſs of grief, 
refufed to take comfort till Jonabab, his neph 
informed him that Amnon only was ſlain, but! 
by the appointment of his- brother Abſalom 


the infult he hag offered his ſiſter, 
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the loſs of one ſon was not ſo great as of . 
zo doubt, he lifted up his heart with gratitude to hi 
Creator for averting | 
Ls, he could not forbear mourning for Amnon, 
yreat as his tranſgreſſions had been, not feeling 4 
uſt indignation againſt. Abſalom. for the bloody. 
rengeance. he bad taken. Abſalom was aware of 
is, and fearing, to meet his father's dif) leaſure, 
led to the court of a prince named Talmai, the 
10N of the king 
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In this time David's grief for his fon Amnon 
dated, and his reſentment againſt his murderer 


re on every occaſion. ſo conſpicuous in the cha- 
te behalf of Abſalom. 


Joab, one of his captains, ſeeing that he was in- 
ined to a reconciliation with his ſon, and that an 
well pportunity to recall him would not perhaps be diſ- 
e beaſing, brought him, by means of a parable he 
ek Nit in the mouth of a woman of Tekoah, to conſent. 
to Wo Abſalom's return, but though the indulgence 
e father and the good offices, of Joab induced 
of, Wb: king thus far to remit his juſt reſentment, he 


it blalom, after he returned, remained two years in 
mW'vſalem without ever being admitted into the 
neſence of his father. At length becoming im- 
Jaient, either becauſe he really felt an affeRion ' 
q : / = | $0" 4 $3* e , 
i” his ſather, or to promote ſome finiſter views 


| lirbdon aol N er 4 ey CET oth | 
ver makes it N lighter; thus it was with David, 
| all, andy | 
s 


ſo great a calamity, neverthe- 
of Geſhur, where he remained-three 


after of this good king, returned and pleaded in 


ph ould not be prevailed upon to ſee his ſon, and | 


* 


voled : the tender yearnings of a. parent, which 


- 


' . -#led with the ſplendor of a crown, and reſolved not 


. r 
of  his,own, he ſent for Joab. to expoſtulate in hi 


behalf, with the king, but ſoab, from what cauſe 


| pot mentioned, 15 eres attend at the ſummom 

which ſo incenſed the irritable temper of this vio 
| Tent prince, that he ordered his ſervants-to ſet fir 
to a field of Joab's,which;lay near his'own. Thi 
doubtleſs ſurprized and reuſed his indignation, ft 
he came immediately to Abſalom to - enquire the 

reaſon of this outrage. , The prince anſwered only 
by reproaching him with his neglect: „ ſen 
unto thee,” ſays he, “to ſay unto the king, Where. 
fore am I come from Geſhun? It had been good 
for me to have been there ſtill.” Now, therefore,FWur: 
let me ſee the king's face, and if there be any ini. 
quity in me let him kill me... 
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This meſſage Joab took to the king, who was 
moved with his fon's ſubmiſſion, and conſented te 
ſee him, Abſalom, when he came into the king's 
preſence, fell upon his face beſore him, when the 
kind father, forgetting all that was paſt, raiſed hm 
up, and embraced him with all the warmth of af. 
fection. We do not hear that he was loaded with 
one reproach ;. he appears ſenſible of his error and 
the good king is ſatished. Such generous and kind 
treatment from a parent whom he had woundec 
in the tendereſt part, would have proved, it might 
have been ſuppoſed, a laſting tie on the duty and 
atitude of the prince ; but, alas! it was far 0- 
therwiſe. Ambition was laying a fatal ſnare for 
Abſalom. He already began to look with an eye 0 
envy on the ſovereign power of his father; he was daz 


N 


to ſiop at any means, however baſe and iniquitous, to 


tain it the duty he owed to a father and a ſove- 


gn ſeemed little,” when” ſet in competition with 
e object that had fired his imagination. 


- 
. 
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His firſt ſtep was to provide himſelf with charibtz, 
es, and 4 numerous retinue, that he might emu- 
ite the ſplendor of his father, and equally awe ahd 
npreſs the minds of the people with his power 10 


ohe dignity of his character: nor was this all, | 

ſor eſcended to the meaneſt and moſt vile arts to en- 
ere Nip the affections of the people; ſuch as affecting 
od eat humility, accoſting them with familiarity, en- 


wiring into their affairw with apparent intereſt, and 
not ſeeming to exaQt the homage of their law- 
ul ſovereign, to rival him effettually in their 
teem ; nor was this all, when any one was going 
> have a cauſe judged, he would inſinuate, that 
oper people were not appointed to hear it, and 
0 him juſtice, and ended by wiſhing that he was 
de judge in Iſrael, that be might diſtribute 
tice. equally. Theſe arts were but too ſucceſsful; 
r we are told, that Abſalom ſtole the bearts of the 


n of Ifrael, 


r and | | 3 

Kind When he thought his party ſufficiently ſtrong, 
ndedfÞder pretence of performing a religious vow, he 
night thdrew to a place called Hebron, where, ſome 


ne after, he got himſelf proclaimed king: in the 
ir o en while he ſent ſpies throughout all the tribes 
Iſrael to ſtrengthen his party, ſo that the con- 
racy was very ſtrong, even Ahithophel, David's 
ef counſellor, a man in great repute, was wick- 
lenough to abet his defigns, and join his intereſt, 


— 
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vants to make no delay, but to uſe the utmoſt d 


could have ſupported him under a ſtroke, whic 
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71 bee 1181 B. OI HDM en 7b 013: 5: 41 (4731 
105 The tidings of this unnatural conſpiracy hay 
reached the ears of David he no longer thoug 
himſelf ſafe in the city, but reſolved to flee fro 
it with all ſpeed;;, to this end he ordered his ſe 


patch. left, as, he expreſled it, Abſalom ſhould oye 
take them ſuddenly, and ſmite the city with the ech 
of the ſword. ; Gracious heayen;! a parent to 
reduced to ſuch extremity by his on child! Dot 
not every heart bleed for him? What muſt har 
been his ſufferings! nothing but that firm ' conf 
dence which we, find him ever place in his Make 
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Abſa 


muſt have been, ſurely, more ſevere than all h 
former misfortunes. 


This good king was not however wholly aba 
doned in his diſtreſs ; among his ſubjetts| ſome we 
found faithful : the ſervants of his houſehold teſti 
fied their readineſs to follow him. whitherſoeve 
he went: fix hundered men atfo, who were not « 
his country, but had come with him from the cit 
of Gath, were forward to expreſs their attachme 
and willingneſs to follow him. To Itai, the ehie 
of theſe, David ſaid, + Wherefore goeſt thou wit 
us P return to thy place and abide with the king 
(meaning Abſalom, who had been proclaime 
throughout the city) for thou art-a ſtranger an 
alſo an exile. Thou cameſt but yeſterday, ſhou 
I this day make thee go up and down with us, let 
ing I go whither I may; return and take thy bre 
thren with thee, and mercy and truth be vit 
thee,” 


TY 


avin But how Sable! does this generous edle reply 1== 


dug the Lord liveth, and as my lord the king liveth, 
froffMely, in what place my. lord the ws Matt be, 
gel eber in death or life) even there Ifo will thy 
ſt di 


int be.“ How amiable” does the” conduct of 
; ſtranger appeur, when ſo many of the kings 
1 ſubjecks tad, ne of all his paſt WA 
erted him. 


The king and all thoſe who bad not been re. 
ced by the artifices of Abſalom had removed td 
ace at ſome diſtance from the city, from whence 
paſſed on, we are told, to the wilderneſs be- 
nd "the brook Kidron: Zadok the prieſt attended 
o with the ark of the covenant of God, but David 
lered him to carry it back into the city, ſaying 
tit it were the will of God he would cauſe him 
return, if not he would dg What ſeemed good 
o him. Zadok therefore, and the Levites that 
re with him, returned into the city, and remained 
ere as David had commanded. When David 
ard that Ahithophel has with Abſalom among the 
mſpirators he put up a fervent: prayer to the Lord, 
Wat he would confound the council of ſuch a ſub- 
politician; for Ahithophel was, we are told, in 
ee days looked up to as an oracle, As he re- 
med from offering up this prayer, he was met b 
ulhia the Archite, who had alſo followed him, 
den the Lord put it ſuddenly in his mind to make 
& of this mar} as an agent to overthrow the council 
W \hithophel, and to procure intelligence concern- 
the defigns of Abſalom. At the king's requeſt, 
frcfore, Huſhia conſented, t introduce himſelf 


Abſalom, as one who. had delerted Tann, Aber 
ai 77 * 
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and. who now offered his ſervices to him, 
before I relate the ſucceſs of Huſhia's undertakin 
I muſt record a circumſtance which proves the f 

ular moderation and forbearance of the king, 
which is well worthy the.imitation of us all, az | 


was journeying in the wilderneſs, a man of the ¶Mitbo 
mily of Saul, named Shimea, came out and inſul or at 
David with the moſt opprobrious language; curfi led! 
him, throwing ſtones at him, and- loading him wi 1 
the vileſt epithets. Abiſhia, one of the king's f vie 
- Jawers, enraged at ſeeing his maſter thus inſulte 
begged that he would ſuffer him to ſeize him, n th: 
take off his head; but David ſaid to Abiſhia, an '0n5 
to all his ſervants, Let him curſe? Behold! nfffllige 
ſon, who came forth from my bowels, ſeeketh If ne. 
life; how much more may this Benjamite do i ha 
What an example was here of that peaceful ſpinÞjd, 
which was in after ages to ſhine forth ſo gloriouſs an- 
in the bleſſed Meſſiah, who was to deſcend accor@odtai 
ing to the fleſh from this righteous patriarch. J bis 2 
ſo did our Lord reprove the zeal of Peter whig ve: 
prompt him to draw his ſword and cut off the hig ort 
rieſt's ſervant's ear, which he in the ſame bleſ[F\ed- 
pirit immediately healed. In the mean time Ants 
ſalom and his followers, with Ahithophel, came been 
Jeruſalem; and Huſhia, as had been before co battle 
certed, preſented himſelf as a deſerter from DavidF''c p 
Abſalom was deceived, and thinking the tale tru the 
admitted him into the council.- Ahithophel, whqp"y tc 
the buſineſs came to be diſcuſſed in the counciſ&tore 
adviſed Abſalom to give him immediately the cot t ti 
mand of twelve thouſand men, that he might purſij be m 
David tbat night, while his army was weak anÞg90d 
weary with their march, and effettually overthro g pL 
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n; but when it came to Huſhia's turn to ſpeak 
overthrew Ahithophel's council, by- adviſing 
alom, as his father was a mighty man, to col- 


| his whole army together, and to head them 

ſelf. This advice pleaſed Abſalom better than 
lithophel's, which ſo enraged that ſubtle coun - 
or and wounded: his pride, that he returned home, 
led the affairs of his houſehold, and hung him- 
„ Thus making an end worthy the treachery 
| wickedneſs that had marked his life. 


1 the mean time the faithful Huſhia, through - 
ſons of Zadok the prieſt, ſent David privately 
eligence of what he had adviſed, but councilled 
| nevertheleſs not to remain in the wilderneſs, 

what Ahithophel had adviſed ſhould be pre- 
ed, David therefore paſſed over the river you 
, and came to a place called Mahanaim, where 


obtained a ſupply of provifions and neceſſaries 


his army, of which it ſtood much in need, as 
were weary and faint with their march. In 


ort time Abſalom, having collected his army, 


ſued his father over the river Jordan, and pitched 
tents in the ſame land. When David heard 
he numbered his troops and prepared his army 
battle, reſolving to head them himſelf ;- but his 
ple perſuaded him not to go, as, in caſe they 
the idea of taking the king, would induce the 
y to purſue them more obſtinately: the king 


Wclore conſented to remain in the city, and from 
o time to ſend ſuccours to his army. Nothing 


be more affecting than the tender. ſolicitude of 
good king toward his ungrateful child; who, 
gh purſuing him from place to place, and, horrid 


„ 


relate! thirſting for his blood, was Rill an \ obj 

of his tendereſt regard. Before the arm left 
city, we hear him giving all his captains this pathet 
charge—Deal gently with the young man for my ſal 
even with bay we n 


The two armies met at length in a wood call 
Ephraim, where a deſperate battle was fought: A 
ſalom's army was routed, and a great ſlaughter 
his men followed, he himſelf fled, but God woy 
not ſuffer his fin to eſcape unpuniſhed, as he paſk 
through a thicket his hair, which was uncommon 
long and beautiful, was entangled in the branch 
of an oak, and, as the ſcripture expreſſes it, he 
ſuſpended between heaven and earth, and the m 
on which he rode paſſed from under him. In i 
ſituation he was found by one of David's ſerva 
who ran and told Joab, not venturing to lay han 
on him on account of the charge which had be 
given by the king concerning him. Joab, howeve 
being leſs ſcupulous, and confidering his maſte 
life not ſafe while he lived, haſtened to the pla 
where he was ſtill hanging, and pierced him tot 
heart. After this Joab blew a trumpet to proclal 
the victory, and prevent the foldiers from purſui 
the Iſraelites that fled. | 


David fat at the rate of the city anxiouſly expe 
ing news of the battle, when a meſſenger ſent | 
Joab communicated tidings of the victory. T 
however ſeemed only a ſecondary concern to! 


tender father: Is the young man Abſalom ſafe ? " 
the queſtion that inſtantly followed; and ales 
meſſenger replied, May the « enemies of my | 
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king, and all that riſe up againſt him, be as that 
ung man is: all the tenderneſs of the father broke 
h; he wept aloud, and, as he went up into his 
amber, exclaimed in the bitterneſs of his grief, 
0h! my ſon Abſalom, my ſon, my ſon Abſalom! 
ould God I had died for thee, Oh! Abſalom my 
, my ſon!” Such was the 2 of David for his 
n, that the victory of that day we are told was 
anged into mourning, till Joab expoſtulated with 
n, and ſet before him the unreaſonableneſs of his 
row, when not only his own life, but the lives of 
friends, and of his ſons and his daughters had 
obably been preſerved by the death of this wicked 
nce. Their leader being ſlain, the miſguided 
pulace whom he had ſeduced joyfully accepted 
terms of pardon offered them, and David re- 
med to Jeruſalem amidſt the univerſal ſhouts and 
clamations of his people. 


he fate of Abſalom preſents us with one among 


ny examples of God's judgments againſt fin, 
nich we may be aſſured ſooner or later will meet 
puniſhment. Abſalom was guilty in two cha- 


ers; that of a ſon, and of a ſubject. His ingra- 


ude to his father was ſuch as we cannot read of 


out conſidering him as a monſter in the creation. 


d when the amiable and upright character of this 


W's 1s conſidered, his juſtice, his moderation, his 


ety, his wiſdom, in ſhort, when he is beheld as 
e favourite ſervant of his God, Abſalom's rebel- 


n as a ſubject appears ſcarcely leſs deteſtable. 
ith were puniſhed by the total overthrow of all 
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- thoſe ambitious hopes for which heſacrificesl *" 
tie that ought to have been dear to a human 
and by an untimely death, which hie had na 

conſolation of meeting honourably in tbe held 
| battle, but to-receive Aer with gh, hum 

Pen circumſtance. 4:7 4 br 
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